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Accretion funnels replace disks in 
magnetic CVs (Polars)
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Doppler tomogram of HU Aquarii



Brightness distribution on the secondary of HU Aqr



Polarization of cyclotron emission

Wickramasinge & 
Ferrario (2000)



Photo-polarimetric observations of the polar V834 Cen (from Potter et al., 2004). Solid curves are a model fit (see 
text). 



Fig. 6. Diagram showing the accretion column/shock disappearing (a)–(d) over the limb of the white dwarf







MR Serpentis



MR Serpentis















Polars are X-ray factories
Infall energy per nucleon is

A magnetic white dwarf will be a strong X-ray emitter (e.g., 3U 
1809+50 = AM Herculis) if m > 0.1 g cm−2 s−1.  X-rays originate 
in a radial shock.
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