
Located in the C
aribbean Island of S

t. T
hom

as, U
.S

. V
irgin 

Islands (18
o, 21 N

, 65
oW

,  420 m
) am

idst the ruins of an
 old sugar cane estate – E

state  B
onne  

R
esolution  -  the E

telm
an A

stronom
ical 

O
bservatory (E

A
O

) is the southeastern 
m

ost optical observatory in the U
.S

.A
. 

T
he E

state w
as donated to the U

niversity 
of the V

irgin Islands (U
V

I) in the 1960s 
by M

r. H
arry E

telm
an.

E
A

O
 houses a 0.5-m

 C
assegrain robotic reflecting 

telescope. In 2003, the current telescope replaced the 
original one installed by M

r. E
telm

an during the 
construction of the facilities. E

A
O

 w
as struck by lightning 

in 2005, and w
as over-hauled shortly thereafter. T

he 
facility w

as then virtually abandoned until the overhaul 
w

as com
pleted in 2008-2009.

In 2009, P
rof. G

óm
ez M

artín joined U
V

I 
as the director of E

A
O

. T
ogether w

ith a 
group of students she has been w

orking 
to establish a com

prehensive 
astronom

ical research program
 at U

V
I. 

T
he telescope is used prim

arily for research by several 
m

em
bers of the N

A
S

A
 S

outh C
arolina S

pace G
rant 

C
onsortium

, w
hich includes the U

niversity of the V
irgin 

Islands, C
ollege of C

harleston, and the U
niversity of S

outh 
C

arolina.
 Funding for the observatory is m

ade possible through the 
N

S
F and N

A
S

A
. U

V
I is a H

B
C

U
 w

ith a student population 
of 3000.
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óm
ez M

artín, C
. B

enjam
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U
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Left  to  right:  O
.C

.  Thom
as,  J.  D

onnell  w
orking  in  the  control  room

.

1. D
evelopm

ent O
ffice

donations, granting

2. R
esearch collaborators

3. V
olunteers/A

ssistants

4. V
isitor C

enter

5. T
ransportation

W
e want you!

To  serve  as  an  integral  part  of  the  Virgin  Islands  
com

m
unity  both  as  an  educational  and  m

otivational  
source.  C

om
ponents:

1.
A

stronom
ical O

bservatory
2.

B
otanical G

arden
3.

G
R

E
E

N
 E

state

A
t E

A
O

, w
e are preparing  to becom

e 
operational by 2011. W

e plan to im
plem

ent a 
full research program

 w
ith an outreach 

com
ponent to educate the com

m
unity. 

 R
esearch Interest has been expressed in the 

follow
ing areas: exoplanets, flares, and gam

m
a 

ray burst detection. W
e are also w

orking w
ith 

A
recibo to im

plem
ent collaborations and the 

W
inter S

chool of T
he C

aribbean Islands. 
 O

utreach program
s:

      In P
lace: The  Traveling  S

tarlab  P
rogram

  to 
bring astronom

ical education to less privileged 
areas, and The  A

nnual  Fun  w
ith  P

hysics  D
ay.

      Future: public nights, special groups, 
educator w

orkshops, A
stronom

er for a night, 
academ

ic facility for classes. 

T
he G

arden w
ill illustrate the native flora and 

fauna of the V
irgin Islands.

O
ur aim

 is to educate the V
irgin Islands’ 

com
m

unity about its surroundings and to 
conserve and live in harm

ony w
ith the 

environm
ent.  

O
ur  P

lan:  
        R

estore  its  original  grandeur
1.R

em
ove exotic invasions

2.E
nrichm

ent - V
I native species

3.C
urational P

rogram
4.B

otanical A
rboretum

 B
ooklet

5.C
onservation P

rogram
:

a) E
ndangered species: C

alyptranthes  Tom
asiana

b) Feature &
 conserve rare plants

c) E
x-S

IT
U

 P
lant conservation

B
otanical G

arden

O
ur V

ision

A
stronom

y

W
e are actively seeking:

G
R

E
E

N
 E

state
W

e propose to m
ake the E

telm
an E

state a G
R
E
E
N
  

E
state. It w

ill serve as a direct research and teaching 
tool in the areas of renew

able energy and 
conservation. 

P
ow

ering a research grade telescope requires a 
large energy source. T

he location of E
telm

an affords 
it the ideal opportunity to take advantage of tw

o 
renew

able energy sources that are in abundance 
and are capable of sustaining the facilities' energy 
cost and possibly even generate revenue . T

hey are:
      S

olar: W
e plan to cover the facility’s roof w

ith 
solar panels. 
      E

olic: A
t an altitude of 400 m

eters, w
ind speeds 

are rather large. A
 w

ind turbine correctly positioned 
can supply enough pow

er to operate the 
observatory. 
 T

he overw
helm

ing interest and w
illingness show

n 
tow

ards the project by the com
m

unity, together w
ith 

the precarious situation of S
t. T

hom
as (regarding 

renew
able sources of energy, recycling, and 

conservation), show
s that not only is m

aking the 
observatory functional beneficial for the university 
but rather a necessity for the territory. 
 U

V
I w

ill lead the V
irgin Islands' com

m
unity to 

secure our children's future by teaching, preserving 
and conserving this am

azing piece of paradise that 
so m

any take for granted and exploit by constantly 
depleting its natural resources and beauty. 
 W

e intend to educate the V
I com

m
unity to think and 

act G
R

E
E

N
. W

e have started our w
ork through The  

U
V
I  G

reen  A
m

bassadors  P
rogram

 – a group of students, 
lead by P

rof. G
óm

ez M
artín, dedicated to prom

oting 
green  habits through com

m
unity outreach. 

 T
he E

telm
an E

state offers U
V

I a unique opportunity 
to place itself above other universities of the region 
by establishing itself as a w

orld class research 
facility and offering U

V
I the opportunity to reach out 

to the com
m

unity and inform
 them

 about cost-saving 
green alternatives that w

ill benefit the V
irgin Islands 

for generations to com
e. 

C
assandra  B

enjam
in  w

orking  on  an  outreach  presentation


